the United States in the organization and delivery of rehabilitation services, particularly as the new specialty of rehabilitation medicine (or physiatry in the United States) has developed. These countries differ significantly from the United Kingdom, where rehabilitation medicine has been slower to develop as a separate specialty, and until recently rehabilitation has remained the responsibility of specialist physicians and surgeons.
There are significant differences between Australia and the United States, particularly because of the huge population differences and distributions and the different political and health systems of the two countries. The United States has a predominantly private health system, Australia has a mixed private and government-funded system, whereas the United Kingdom, at least until recently, has had a predominantly government-run system of health. Historically, Australia 
